
 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 (John 13:34-35) 

 

Taking Up the Basin and the Towel 

 

Pray: Ask God for open hearts to receive the grace of his Word                                                     

Read: John 13:1-17 

Share: This is a rich passage and often one that is re-enacted during Holy week. It may be good to 

take some time to contemplate this text as a group by responding to one or more of the following:  

- What images does this text evoke for you?  

- What questions arise for you as the text is read?  

- What intrigues you about this text?  

- What troubles you or needs clarification?  

 

The days between Palm Sunday and Easter are days of grief and deep sorrow for Jesus. He is 

overcome by many of the same emotions we are experiencing in these days of pandemic; anxiety, 

worry, stress and fear. We are not alone.  

Many within our church family and around the world, are taking up the basin and the towel during 
the COVID-19 crisis, to help those in need by extending God’s self-sacrificing love.  

1) What are some of the ways you’re seeing and experiencing this in your own life and the life of 
your family? 

2) What are some of the ways you’re seeing and experiencing this in your community and/or the 
broader world? 

3) Is there someone you could say thank you to today for their self-sacrificing love and humble 
service?  

Our passage gives us a great description of Peter’s response to Jesus washing his feet which helps 

make this passage real for us. Giving love can sometimes be easier than receiving love. Helping 

someone else in need, can sometimes be easier than accepting help ourselves. Yet, Jesus says this is 
necessary. We must let him love us so that we can in turn love each other. 

4) Do you feel more comfortable being the person who gives or receives? How may God be asking 
us to open ourselves up (in either direction) during these challenging days?  

5) How do you feel Emmanuel is responding to the needs within our church family as well as within 

our communities and neighbourhoods? Are we being a church that is on the frontlines? Are there 
other ways we could be extending God’s love during this time?  

6) What is one small way you can take up the basin and the towel today?  

 

Pray: Ask God for the grace of his presence this week as you commit to responding to his Word to 
you today. 


